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THE third section of Robert Browning's Parleying
with certain People of Importance in their Day drew
attention to a Cambridge poet of whom little
had hitherto been known, Christopher Smart, once
fellow of Pembroke College, It may be interesting,
therefore, to supply some sketch of the events of
his life, and of the particular poem which Browning
has aptly compared to a gorgeous chapel lying
perdue in a dull old commonplace mansion. No
one can afford to be entirely indifferent to the
author of verses which one of the greatest of modern
writers has declared to be unequalled of their kind
between Milton and Keats.

What has hitherto been known of the facts of
Smart's life has been founded on the anonymous
biography prefixed to the two-volume Reading
edition of his works, published in 1791. The copy
of this edition in Trinity Library belonged to
Dr. Farmer, and contains these words in his hand-
writing : " From the Editor, Francis Newbery, Esq.;
the Life by Mr. Hunter/1 As this Newbery was
the son of Smart's half-brother-in-law and literary
employer, it may be taken for granted that the